
What a difference a generation can make. From 1975 to 2000 the number of democracies more than doubled across
the globe — until today there are 117 electoral democracies, representing over 61 percent of the world’s countries and
nearly 55% of its population.

From Portugal and Spain to Poland and Russia, from Chile to South Africa and on to Indonesia, this non-violent
democratic revolution was largely unpredicted and it is still gathering steam. Today the majority of the world’s Muslims
live in electoral democracies; Iran’s people in the face of determined and sometimes violent opposition have demonstrated

at the ballot box the universal desire for popular participation in governance. Taiwan has demonstrated that democracy can thrive in a
Chinese culture.

All of this progress over the last quarter century should give us confidence that over the next
quarter century we can finish the job — all of the world’s nations can make the breakthrough to
d e m o c r a c y . From China to Burma to Saudi Arabia to Sudan and on to Cuba——there is no reason
the peoples of these nations should not join the majority of others in the world who now exercise
their right to elect their own leaders, read independent newspapers and join independent trade
unions, and practice their faiths in peace and tolerance. Within a single additional generation, by
the year 2025, we must and we can have a 100% democratic world.

W h a t stands in the way; what needs to be done? There are just 35 “ Not Free” countries in
the world. Just 35 individual dictators and their allies are preventing over two billion people from
achieving their real potential. These few dictators must go and be replaced by the institutions provided
for in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights — regular and free elections, a free press,
trade unions and an independent judiciary.

Just as national and international organizations have created specific five year economic development plans,
we now need to work on five, ten and if necessary twenty year political development plans with dates
to achieve specific targets — introduction of local and then national elections, introduction of multiple
political parties, removal of political censorship on print and then electronic media and so forth.

In the first quarter of the 21st century let us end all repression and slaughter and hatred by
bringing the rule of law to all nations. By the year 2025 let us complete the democratic revolution by
bringing human rights to all the world’s children, women and men. By 2025 let all nations qualify to
become members of the community of democracies.

ONE MORE GENERATION TO FREEDOM
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Global Freedom By 2025

Setting the goal and
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working to achieve it!
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Afghanistan
Bahrain
Bhutan
Burundi
Burma
China
Congo (Kinshasa)
Cuba
Equatorial Guinea
Iraq
North Korea

Libya
Laos

Qatar
Rwanda

Saudi Arabia
Somalia

Sudan
Syria

Turkmenistan
Uzbekistan

Vietnam
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